Don’t go out on a limb — know the laws about tree removal

"Lty inoa park” is not jusr a2 marketing slogan for Bellevae, with
abundanr trees on public and privare property helping make the oy
beautiful and healchful.

The cuy'’s trees aren't just pretiy; they absorl siormwarer runofl and
carbon dioxide and other pollutants while producing oxypen. Preserving
Bellevaees tiee canopy was ickentified ax a priarity when the Cit:v Cananeil
launched an enviranmenral stewardship initiacive in 2007,

A vanety oo ruales protect erees in Bellevue, Umder cermin conditions,
residents must obrain 3 permit to cur or prune rrees on their property.

Wilide Bellevnet eree canepy i rubssanitial, the city has been Losing tneer,

Ivis illegal 1o remove, prune or “top” trees on public property, and the
penalties are stiff. The <ty has collecred more than 3200,000 in penalties in
recent years, and currently has four pending actions against people whao cue
or pruned trecs on city propermy.

The city receives many questions about tree regulations, Here are
amswers (o sonme of the most feguent omes reganfing e emoval:

Private Property

3o | need a permit to remove ane or more trees from my propern?

For most homeowners, the answer is No. A permit, however, is required
IFane o mare of the following conditions are orue:

o Tree remowal resalis in more than 1,004 sajuare feet of distirhance of
the pround,

- Frl'll' J'Ilillx'll}' (L |_|ur1 1|ri| I.E’l"hlgl'liill"l! [= FEATS '||I irea ar Illlﬁ“'l.

= The tree is in 4 native growth protection arca or a reained vepetarion arca,

s The tree s on the ;:ii‘v"\. :gl!l ol way adpacent o your praperty,

= The property is located in Bridle Trails.

Contact the Land Use desk in Development Services (425-452-4188 or
landuscreviewie Bellovuewa.pov) for assistance in determining whether vou
need a permit or what restrictions may prevent vou from removing trecs,

What Is disturbance of the ground?

Disturbance of the pround resules from any action char displaces
or destroys vegetation, resulting in increased sodl exposre. This includes
expusure ol the cs.lsl'mg gmu.nd due 1o tree removal, where no other
vepetation s growing under the tree, Disturbance can also result from the
Lr]1:r\.ir.1| JRLLEIE =2 af tree remwoval, where foot and vehicle traffic, construction
of access moads, felling of rees, dragging of felled trees and excavarion of
s diseurh the gl:l:l|||1|.|!.

How do 1 estimare how much disturbance of the ground will resul
from tres removal?

Generally speaking, the removal of an evergreen or deciduous tree
that is eipht inches or preater measured four feet above the existing, prade
wonbd result in 30 sguare feet of gronnd disierbance. The city's dearing

wuw. ballaviuswa gov

and grading staff can help you with disturbance estimates and with ather
questions relared to tree removal. They can be reached ar 425-452-2019 or
clearanderadereviewiabell ovuewa. pov,

What are “critical™ areas?

: 1he City of Bellevue repulates six types of critical arcas in its Land Use

Carde:

*  Sreams and riparian areas

L) "xlll.'!lilrllj\

*  Habitats for specics of local importance

¢ Geolopical hazard arcas

*  Flood harard arcas

»  Shorelines

Ihese areas are given special protection because they provide unigue

environmental functions thar are dithiculr, if not impossible, o replace and
because they ensure public health, safety and weltare.

Who can | contict to obiain o permii

Visit Permit Processing in Development Services or contact them at
A25-432-4898 or Permii Procesing@belloviewa. go

What if I am concerned abour the health or safery of my mrees?

nrll' 1|r t!lr II"-II‘HII; TCaasnns, gi\'rn ﬁ:lr e ||.'T.|I|W||I"¢ ih 'vilﬁ"l}'. InF cnsure
yvour are not noedlessly removing an otherwise healthy rree, it pays to mlk
with a qualified certified arborist or certified forester, There are two websites
treesarepood.ore of the Sociery of American Foresters ar www.safnerosp,

What if | have a dispute with my nelghbor about a tree?

Tree “ownership” is determined by whose property the trunk stands
completely on. If the teee i 2 boundary tree (the tmink strddles a property
line), it is owned jointy. In mose cases, property owners may erim branches
and roots which encroach on their property if they stay within certain
gll:ilin]ll:u"\.: ram |:||||:|.' Ly by the propery limves oy vt ener the owner's
property without permission; do not destroy or damape the tree by trimming
LERTRT R AT I.lTiII'II:'I'II'.‘r.

I vou have a dispure with your neighbor, call che Mediarion Program
al 42545240019, They can help you explore your alternatives, couch you on
how 1o nepotiate with vour neighbor or provide free mediation w help vou
and vour neiphbor find a workable solurien,

Public Property

May [ remove trees adjacent 1o my property;, cither in a public right
of way or a park?

Mo, The public is not authorized 1o remove (or reduce) any veperarion
= including trees = from any public property. Mease refer to your property
title repoat, o e-mail either rigliobwuyasegehe
bellevuewa.pov o help desermine whethera«
property.

I II“‘I(L'IJ ‘Elllt some PIJ!J]I.. Erees ILHJL. II.II.III'.'HJ'III". w"lll.l.t En l |.|1:|:.'

The city has Foresters and arbarists an staff to respond to vour concerne.
T repaart a iH:IH'IIII.I"‘\' :|.|1||u[|||".' troe on |1:|:||.' property, call 425-452.6855
or e-mail parkswebgbellevurwa pov. To report a potenrially unhealthy tree in
the |1|.||1Eir rigil.l ||fu'.l:,r. call 425.452.TR40.

What happens if | remove, top or atherwise prune o wree an city
property without permission?

You may face civil penalries, including fines up e three times the
assessed value of the trees involved, Depending on the circumstances,
criminal chiarges may alws be brougli.

g o prthawelige
public or privare
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